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(57) ABSTRACT

A hexacene derivative is described, being expressed by for-
mula (1):

wherein X, -X denote the presence or absence of a carbonyl
bridge [—C(—0)—], with a proviso that at least one of
X,-X is a carbonyl bridge while any six-member ring absent
of a carbonyl bridge is aromatic. A method for forming
hexacene is also described, including: thermally treating the
hexacene derivative to expel volatile units of CO from the
hexacene derivative.

M
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1
HEXACENE DERIVATIVE, METHOD FOR
FORMING HEXACENE, METHOD FOR
FORMING HEXACENE CRYSTAL, PROCESS
FOR MAKING ORGANIC SEMICONDUCTOR
DEVICE, AND ORGANIC SEMICONDUCTOR
DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of Invention

This invention relates to a hexacene derivative that can
serve as a precursor of hexacene, a method for forming
hexacene from the hexacene precursor, a method for forming
a hexacene crystal from thus formed hexacene, a process for
making an organic semiconductor device that utilizes the
method for forming a hexacene crystal, and an organic semi-
conductor device made through the process.

2. Description of Related Art

Acenes are a class of aromatic hydrocarbons composed of
linearly fused benzene rings. Functional acenes are of con-
temporary interests both in theoretical aspect and as a new
type of organic materials. One of the most attractive features
of acenes is their exceptionally narrow HOMO-LUMO band
gap, which leads to the highest conductivity than any other
kinds of organic compounds. The hole mobility in single
crystals of acenes, measured in organic field-effect transistor
(OFET) across gold electrodes on top of SiO,, increases with
the number of aromatic rings, e.g., anthracene (lzzz, 0.02
cm?® V! s7h<tetracene (lzzp, 0.4 cm? V™! s™h)<pentacene
(Uppp 1.4 em* V7 s7h),

Although larger acenes have great potential in a wide range
of applications, their utilities are limited severely by both the
low solubility and low stability in solutions. Hexacene, for
example, has been reported more than 70 years ago, yet its
property has never been unambiguously described until
recently. The reason was mainly due to its tedious synthesis
and low solubility.

To increase the solubility, a series of peri-functionalized
derivatives containing silylethynyl and organothio substitu-
ents have been synthesized. These types of derivatives,
including heptacene and nonacene, have indeed showed
higher stability and solubility in solutions. For non-substi-
tuted hexacene, a recent synthesis has been achieved through
a photo-induced expulsion of CO molecules from a diketone
precursor, while the product was collected by matrix isola-
tion, as described in Mondal, R. et al., “Revisiting the stability
of hexacenes”, Org. Lett. 9, 2505-2508 (2007). Under room
temperature in the polymer matrix, the product can be kept for
more than 12 hours. However, hexacene crystals could not be
obtained by this method.

A similar matrix isolation has also been conducted recently
on the preparation of non-substituted nonacene. It has been
established that the photo-expulsion of CO through diketone
precursors proceeded through biradical intermediates. In the
case of pentacene, the yield was only 74% (t,~48.48+0.15
us) from its diketone precursor.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, this invention provides a hexacene derivative
that can serve as a precursor of hexacene.
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2

This invention also provides a method for forming
hexacene from the hexacene precursor.

This invention further provides a method for forming a
hexacene crystal from the hexacene formed with the above
method.

This invention further provides a process for making an
organic semiconductor device that utilizes the method for
forming a hexacene crystal of this invention.

This invention further provides an organic semiconductor
device made through the above process of this invention.

The hexacene derivative of this invention is expressed by
formula (1):

M

wherein X, -X denote the presence or absence of a carbonyl
bridge [—C(—0)—], with a proviso that at least one of
X,-X is a carbonyl bridge while any six-member ring absent
of'a carbonyl bridge is aromatic.

The method for forming hexacene of this invention
includes thermally treating the above hexacene derivative to
expel volatile units of CO therefrom.

The method for forming a hexacene crystal of this inven-
tion includes performing a sublimation-deposition process
with the hexacene formed by the above method.

In an embodiment of this invention, the above sublimation-
deposition process includes a physical vapor transport (PVT)
process.

The process for making an organic semiconductor device
of'this invention includes: applying the above hexacene crys-
tal formation method to form a hexacene crystal layer over a
substrate for carrying the organic semiconductor device,
wherein the hexacene crystal layer serves as an active layer of
the organic semiconductor device.

By using the hexacene derivative of this invention as a
precursor of hexacene, a highly efficient solid-state synthesis
ot hexacene is possible.

Moreover, by thermally degradation of the monoketone
precursor of hexacene, biradical intermediates can be avoided
to prevent oxygen trapping. In addition, when the reaction is
conducted in the dark, the possibility of photo-induced oxi-
dation and/or dimerization can be minimized. Pure hexacene
thus prepared can be stored under ambient condition in the
dark for more than 1 month.

Furthermore, platelet single crystals can be obtained by
way of sublimation-deposition, such as physical vapor trans-
port (PVT), from the above-prepared hexacene. X-ray dif-
fraction analysis of the hexacene crystal obtained by way of
PVT indicates that hexacene molecules are aligned in her-
ringbone arrays, just like pentacene.

Moreover, the OFET device as an organic semiconductor
device made with such formed single crystals of hexacene
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and the PVT process can display a hole mobility as high as
4.28 cm® V~' 57! with an on/off ratio of 1x10° and a threshold
voltage of 37 V. Accordingly, the hexacene crystal obtained
with the method of this invention can have an excellent effect
in organic semiconductor devices.

In order to make the aforementioned and other objects,
features and advantages of this invention comprehensible, a
preferred embodiment accompanied with figures is described
in detail below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate a process for making an organic
semiconductor device according to an embodiment of this
invention, wherein FIG. 1B also illustrate an organic semi-
conductor device according to the embodiment.

FIGS. 2A-2C respectively show the change in the IR spec-
trum, the TGA analysis result, and the change in the CP-MAS
NMR spectrum in the process of thermally degrading the
hexacene precursor of this invention to form hexacene.

FIG. 3 illustrates the single crystal structure of the
hexacene crystal obtained with the method of this invention,
which was investigated by X-ray diffraction, including a) an
ORTEP drawing of two adjacent hexacene molecules, b) the
layer arrangement of hexacene molecules on the ab plane, and
c) arrays of hexacene along the a axis, wherein the distances
used for the computation of transfer integrals are denoted as
T, and T, for transverses, P for parallel, and LL for longitudi-
nal.

FIGS. 4A-4D show the conductivity characteristics of a
single-crystal hexacene OFET.

FIG. 4A shows the output characteristics, wherein D is the
drain, S is the source, and inset shows a crystal across the
electrodes, with a scale bar of 50 um and W/L.=1.10.

FIG. 4B shows the transfer characteristics recorded at
V=80V (G is the gate).

FIG. 4C show the time-dependent decay of performance at
ambient condition in a N,-atmosphere.

FIG. 4D shows a current (J) vs. electric field (E) plot of a
hexacene crystal across gold electrodes at ambient condition
(the inset is an I-V plot at low voltage (-1 to 1 V).

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following description is merely exemplary in nature
and is not intended to limit the present disclosure, application,
or uses. The oligoacene precursors provided herein are pre-
cursors for hexacene that has the following structure:

12 13 14 15 16 1
1 2
10 3.
9 8 7 6 5 4
<Hexacene Derivative>

The hexacene derivative of this invention is expressed by
formula (1):
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M

wherein X, -X denote the presence or absence of a carbonyl
bridge [—C(—0)—], with a proviso that at least one of
X,-X, 1s a carbonyl bridge while any six-member ring absent
of'a carbonyl bridge is aromatic. For example, X, X, or X5 is
a carbonyl bridge while the six-member rings of the others of
X,-X are aromatic, or X, and X, are carbonyl bridges while
the six-member rings of the others of X, to X are aromatic, or
X, and X s are carbonyl bridges while the six-member rings of
the others of X, to X, are aromatic. The hexacene derivative
where X ; is a carbonyl bridge and the six-member rings of the
others of X,-X, are aromatic, namely 6,15-oxomethylene-
bridged hexacene, is illustrated below as a representative:

The hexacene derivative of formula (1) can be synthesized
based on fusion of two or more compounds each having a
single or multiple six-member rings, one or more of which
have a substituted methylene bridge on a six-member ring
thereof.

For example, the 6,15-oxomethylene-bridged hexacene
corresponding to formula (1) with X, being a carbonyl bridge
can be synthesized by the Scheme 1 below, wherein two
anthracene derivatives each having three six-member rings
are fused firstly, and one of which has a substituted methylene
bridge on a six-member ring thereof. The hexacene derivative
where X, is a carbony] bridge and the six-member rings of the
others of X, -X; are aromatic can be synthesized starting from
the Scheme 2 below. The hexacene derivative where X, and
X, are carbonyl bridges and the six-member rings of the
others of X,-X, are aromatic can be synthesized by the
Scheme 3 below, wherein a compound having three six-mem-
ber rings and having a substituted methylene bridge on a
six-member ring thereof, a compound having a single six-
member ring, and a compound having two six-member rings
and having a substituted methylene bridge on a six-member
ring thereof are fused in sequence.
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Scheme 2:
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a: 3,6-bis(2-pyridyl)-tetrazine, toluene reflux

Scheme 3:

8

<Formation of Hexacene Crystal from the Hexacene Formed
as Above>

A method for forming a hexacene crystal of this invention
includes: performing a sublimation-deposition process with
the hexacene formed by the above method for forming
hexacene. An example of the sublimation-deposition process
is the physical vapor transport (PVT) process, as described in
Laudise, R. A. et al. “Physical vapor growth of organic semi-
conductors”, J. Cryst. Growth. 187, 449-454 (1998).

The process of utilizing PVT to form hexacene crystals
from the hexacene powder obtained as above may include the
following steps. The hexacene powder is transferred into a
glass tube for PVT, and the tube is heated in an oven at
260-300° C., preferably with a flow of argon gas to prevent
access of oxygen. Blue-green platelet crystals of hexacene
can be collected at a proper temperature gradient zone inside
the glass tube.
<Organic Semiconductor Device Having the Hexacene Crys-
tal and its Fabrication>

FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate a process for making an organic
semiconductor device according to an embodiment of this
invention, wherein FIG. 1B also illustrate an organic semi-
conductor device according to the embodiment. The organic
semiconductor device exemplified in this embodiment is an
organic field-effect transistor (OFET).

Referring to FIG. 1A, a substrate 100 for the OFET is
provided, which may include a gate conductive layer 102 and
a gate dielectric layer 104 thereon. The gate conductive layer
102 may include single-crystal silicon. The gate dielectric

P o o
Cﬁﬁb“?*dﬁi&,g*dﬁégd,

-—
-

(G

a: 3,6-bis(2-pyridyl)-tetrazine, toluene reflux

<Formation of Hexacene from the Hexacene Derivative>

The method for forming hexacene of this invention
includes thermally treating the above hexacene derivative to
expel volatile units of CO therefrom. The thermal treatment
may be conducted at a temperature with the range of 180-200°
C. The treatment time is usually from 2 min to 5 min, depend-
ing on the quantity of the hexacene derivative being treated.
The thermal treatment can be conducted in a dark environ-
ment, so as to minimize the possibility of photo-induced
oxidation and/or dimerization. In addition, wherein the
hexacene derivative is usually thermal treated in a form of a
powder.

55
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layer 104 may include SiO,. In addition, the SiO, layer may
be coated with a self-assembled monolayer (SAM) of octyl-
trichlorosilane (OcTS), so as to improve the dielectric nature
of' the surface of the Si0, layer.

Referring to FIG. 1B, a sublimation-deposition process is
applied to the substrate 100 with the hexacene powder
obtained from thermal degradation of the hexacene precursor
of this invention as a to-be-deposited material to form a
hexacene crystal layer 106 on the gate dielectric layer 104.
The hexacene crystal layer 106 serves as an active layer of the
OFET. Then, source/drain (S/D) electrodes 108 are formed on
the hexacene crystal layer 106, possibly by a deposition pro-
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cess through a shadow mask. The S/D electrodes 108 may
include gold (Au), silver (Ag), copper (Cu) or aluminum (Al).

Accordingly, the OFET as an organic semiconductor
device according to this embodiment includes a gate conduc-
tive layer 102, a gate dielectric layer 104 on the gate conduc-
tive layer 102, a hexacene crystal layer 106 formed through
thermal degradation of the hexacene precursor of this inven-
tion and a subsequent sublimation-deposition process, and
S/D electrodes 108 on the hexacene crystal layer 106.

Some examples are provided below to further explain this
invention, which are however not intended to limit the scope
of this invention.

EXAMPLES

Synthesis of Hexacene Derivative or Hexacene
Precursor

The hexacene precursor (1) used in the examples of this
invention is synthesized with the above-mentioned Scheme 1.
The hexacene precursor 1 is soluble in common organic sol-
vents, such as chloroform and THF, in a solubility of about 0.3
mg/ml, and the solid can be stored at 5° C. under room light
for more than 6 months.

Also, the hexacene precursor 1 (2.0x10* M in THF) dis-
played the characteristic *A—'L,, transitions of anthracene
chromophore with vibronic progressions at 385 (log&=3.81),
365 (log €=3.96) and 347 nm (log €=3.88).
<Formation of Hexacene from the Hexacene Precursor>

-

5

10

Moreover, a thermal gravimetric analysis (TGA) of the
hexacene precursor 1 was carried out with a scan rate of 10°
C./min under a N,-flow, and the result is shown in FIG. 2B. A
weight loss of 6.6% (calcd 7.9%) happened at ca. 180° C.,
corresponding to the formation of hexacene through a CO-
expulsion. The sample then stayed stable over a wide tem-
perature range until ca. 330° C., at which another weight loss
appeared due to vaporization.

The formed hexacene was also examined by solid-state
cross-polarization magic angle spinning (CP-MAS) NMR,
and the result is shown in FIG. 2C, wherein the top spectrum
is of the hexacene precursor 1, the middle one is of the
hexacene produced by heating the hexacene precursor 1 at
180° C. under an N,-atmosphere, the bottom one is of the
hexacene left at ambient condition in the dark for 30 days, and
the asterisks denote spinning sidebands.

The spectrum of the hexacene precursor 1 showed three
absorption bands at § 57.7 (bridgehead), 120-139 (aromatic),
and 194.7 (carbonyl) ppm. After the thermal conversion, the
bridgehead and carbonyl peaks faded away and left behind
only the aromatic ones at 121-134 ppm. The absence of any
other signals in the spectrum indicated that the transformation
had proceeded cleanly. A simulated spectrum calculated by
the density function theory (DFT) B3LYP/6-311+G(2d,p)//
MO06/6-31G(d) matched well with the experimental one.

After being exposed to air at room temperature for 24 h in
the dark, the hexacene gave virtually the same CP-MAS
NMR spectrum (see the bottom one), thus indicating the high
stability of hexacene under an ambient condition.

—CO

—_—
heat or hv

1

hexacene

The conversion of the hexacene precursor 1 to hexacene
was first attempted by using a photochemical method. When
a THF solution was irradiated at 365+30 nm (12.5 mW/cm?>
UV under an oxygen-free condition), the absorption bands of
the hexacene precursor 1 diminished along with the growth of
new bands at 667, 611, and 557 nm (shoulder) corresponding
to the vibronic progressions of m-wt*transition of hexacene.
However, these new bands persisted only briefly and then
disappeared, probably due to dimerization.

On the other hand, thermal conversion was independently
attempted by heating the hexacene precursor 1 in the solid
form to approximately 180° C. in a N,-atmosphere. Under
this condition, the color changed rapidly from white to blue-
green. During the thermal transformation, the characteristic
carbonyl peak of 1 at 1784 cm™" diminished, as shown in the
IR spectrum in FIG. 2A. The high-resolution MALDI-MS
spectrum indicated a molecular ion signal at m/z 329.1341
(MH™, caled 329.1330, error=3.0 ppm), corresponding to
hexacene.

50

55

Further evidence on its high stability was provided by the
solid state absorption spectra. A THF solution of the hexacene
precursor 1 was spin-casted on a quartz plate (transpar-
ency>98% at 380 nm wavelength) into a 200 nm thick film,
which was converted to hexacene by heating at 180° C. under
aN,-atmosphere. The film of the hexacene precursor 1 before
heating displayed the characteristic feature of anthracene at
403 nm (3.08 eV). After heating, the band disappeared along
with the growth of new peaks at 840 (1.48 eV), 765 (1.62 V),
708 (1.75 eV), and 654 nm (1.90 eV). The low energy peaks
were red-shifted with respect to those in a THF solution at 667
nm (1.86 eV), and can be rationalized by the effect of Davy-
dov splitting. The peaks at 840 (1.48 eV) and 765 nm (1.62
eV) were assigned to Davydov doublet of 0-0 band, and those
at708 (1.75eV) and 654 nm (1.90 eV) were Davydov doublet
of 0-1 band. The hexacene film was stable for more than one
month, when it was left in air at room temperature in the dark,
as indicated by both the CP-MAS NMR spectra (the bottom
spectrum in FIG. 2C) and the absorption spectra.
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In an earlier report, it has been shown that hexacene in a
polymethyl methacrylate (PMMA) matrix reacted gradually
with dioxygen, which diffused slowly into the matrix, under
the irradiation of a UV-LED array (395+25 nm). For com-
parison, the photochemical stability of a hexacene thin-film
was investigated by shining with UV light at 365 nm (30 nm
using a 12.5 mW/cm? black light UV lamp, >400 nm filtered)
in air. The absorption intensity of hexacene decreased gradu-
ally with the increase ofa new band at ca. 430 nm. In the mean
time, a new signal was observed in high-resolution MALDI-
MS spectrum, which corresponded to an endoperoxide
adduct (m/z 361.1238 (MH™"), calcd 361.1228, error=2.8
ppm).

These results indicated that hexacene underwent a slow
photochemical oxidation in the presence of air. A time-de-
pendent measurement on the intensity of 840 nm band
revealed that the amount of photo-oxidation increased
steadily at the early stage, i.e., during 0-120 min, but slowed
down substantially after 300 min. It indicated that the air
oxidation proceeded mainly on the surface of the solids, as
time went by it became more difficult for oxygen to penetrate
into the interior of the solids which were shielded by the
surface substances. The photo-ionization energy of hexacene
thin-film was measured by photoemission yield spectroscopy
(AC-2 Riken), and it was found that the HOMO level of
hexacene (—4.96 eV) was higher than that of pentacene (-5.14

12

tations (triclinic crystal of space group P-1), with only a slight
variation in the unit-cell dimension (a=7.9, b=6.1, c=18.4 A,
a=102.7°, p=112.3°, y=83.6°. The herringbone packing
motif is believed to be responsible for the high stability of
solid state hexacene.

As compared to the hexacene derivatives with silylethynyl
substituents, e.g., the ftri-isobutylsilylethynylhexacene
(TIBS-hexacene), the non-substituted hexacene in the crystal
exhibited a very slow rate of dimerization. In the crystal of
TIBS-hexacene the adjacent molecules are arranged in a
shifted face-to-face m-stacking motif, a geometry which is
more likely to dimerize.

In the herringbone packing of non-substituted hexacene,
the adjacent molecules are stacked in an edge-to-face manner,
which is not suitable for dimerization. It is well known that
the electronic property of acenes depends heavily on their
molecular packing patterns. Based on the crystal data, the
transfer integrals of naphthalene, anthracene, tetracene, pen-
tacene, and hexacene were compared. The results showed that
hexacene has a much smaller reorganization energy (1) and
a higher electronic coupling (t*) along both T, and T, direc-
tions (FIG. 3), thus a significantly higher hole mobility (u*)
than other acenes was expected (Table 1). The hole mobility
can be fitted well into an equation related to the number of
aromatic rings, i.e., ax” (x=2-6). The calculations also suggest
that the hole mobility of hexacene is most efficient along the
ab plane.

TABLE 1

Calculated hole transporting property.

+c

HOMO® A+ R (A), t* (meV)® W
Comp. (eV) (meV) T, T, P L (em?V~ish
Naphthalene? -5.80 183 5.01,8 501,8 593,36 8.64,0 0.0511
Anthracene® -5.24 138 522,19 522,19 6.01,42 11.12,0 0.158
Tetracene” -4.87 113 477,70 513,22 6.06,37 13.44,1 0.470
Pentacene® -4.61 95 476,79 521,45 627,31 16.11,1 0.832
Hexacene -4.42 79 472,88 522,60 631,37 18.61,1 1.461

“B3LYP/6-31G(d,p) level,

PPW91/DZ2P level calculated at 300K,

t* is given as absolute value.

“averaged value along the four directions (Ty, T, P, and L) under consideration.

ref31.,
ref32.
Jref33.
Bref34.

eV). The LUMO level of a thin film (-3.56 eV) was deduced
by subtracting the HOMO from the edge of absorption band
(889 nm, 1.40 eV).

The ultimate structural proof was the single crystal struc-
ture by X-ray diffraction analysis. Pure hexacene was
obtained by using the physical vapor transport (PVT) method.
A sample of the precursor 1 was heated at 180° C. in an
N,-atmosphere to give a sizable amount of pure hexacene. It
was then transferred into a glass tube for PVT, and the tube
was heated in an oven at 260-300° C. with a flow of argon gas
in a flow rate of 20-40 mL/min. Blue-green platelet crystals
were collected at a proper temperature gradient zone inside
the glass tube.

A single crystal was picked up and subjected to an X-ray
diffraction analysis. Crystal parameters were collected at
-150° C. in the dark. The crystal belongs to the triclinic space
group P-1, with a=6.292, b=7.673, c=16.424 A, 0=98.66°,
[=91.16° and y=95.71°. As shown in FIG. 3, the molecules
are shown to be packed in herringbone arrays, quite analo-
gous to pentacene. The result was consistent with the expec-
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<Fabrication of OFET>

Field effect transistors were attempted by using the single
crystals of hexacene. The crystals were grown on a SiO,/Si
substrate, which was coated with a self-assembled monolayer
(SAM) of octyltrichlorosilane (OcTS) and placed inside the
PVT tube. After the crystal growth, gold electrodes of source
and drain were thermally deposited on top of the substrate
through a shadow mask. The averaged performance of 14
independent devices was 0.88 cm”® V~! s™!, with a threshold at
34 V and an on/off ratio of 10*-10%. Among them the best
mobility was 4.28 cm?® V~' 57! with an on/off ratio of 1x10°
and threshold 37 V, as shown in FIGS. 4A-4B.

These FET devices without encapsulation could function
effectively for more than 19 days. During the time a device
was kept at ambient environment under room light, the mobil-
ity reduced gradually from 0.906 cm® V™' 57! to 0.339
cm?V~! 57! (67% decay). When it was stored in a nitrogen
atmosphere, the mobility reduced from 0.135 cm*V~" 57" to
0.092 cm*V~* 57! (32% decay), as shown in FIG. 4C. The
decay was believed to be caused by air oxidation on the
surface of the crystal.
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Further, it is well known that the performance of transistors
depends significantly on the nature of gate dielectric. The
hole mobility of pentacene has been reported to be in the
proximity of0.1-1.4 cm® V' s7* forasingle crystal, about 3.4
cm? V~! 57! for a thin-film on top of SiO,, and 0.25-15 cm?
V-1 57! in the presence of other type of surface treatments. In
this study the hole mobility of a single-crystal hexacene FET
was better than the best of pentacene FETs on top of Si0, with
OcTS SAM treatment. For comparison, a single crystal of
pentacene fabricated in an identical manner to that of
hexacene showed a hole mobility 1.2 cm® V™' s7! with an
on/off ratio of 3x10° and a threshold at -7 V.

The conductivity of crystalline hexacene was also mea-
sured under a gate-free condition. Deduced from the J-E plot,
as shown in FIG. 4D, the conductivity of crystalline hexacene
was estimated to be 2.21x10™* Sm™" (V_,=1 V), which was
slightly higher than that of pentacene (2.13x10™> Sm™" to
2.13x1079 Sm™) (FIG. 4D).

Accordingly, with this invention, the nature of pure
hexacene is successfully characterized for the first time. It can
be concluded that solid state hexacene is thermally stable up
to about 300° C. in the dark, but highly vulnerable in solutions
under light.

Furthermore, platelet single crystals can be obtained by
way of sublimation-deposition, such as physical vapor trans-
port (PVT), from the above-prepared hexacene. X-ray dif-
fraction analysis of the hexacene crystal obtained by way of
PVT indicates that hexacene molecules are aligned in her-
ringbone arrays, just like pentacene.

Moreover, the OFET device as an organic semiconductor
device made with such formed single crystals of hexacene
and the PVT process can display a hole mobility as high as
4.28 cm® V! 57! with an on/off ratio of 1x10° and a threshold
voltage of 37 V. This is an excellent result as compared to the
prior-art OFET devices based on smaller acenes.

This invention has been disclosed above in the preferred
embodiments, but is not limited to those. It is known to
persons skilled in the art that some modifications and inno-
vations may be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of this invention. Hence, the scope of this invention
should be defined by the following claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A hexacene derivative, being expressed by formula (1):

wherein each of X, to X denotes presence or absence of one
carbonyl bridge expressed as “—C(—0O)—", with a proviso
that at least one of X to X is the one carbonyl bridge while
any six-member ring absent of the one carbonyl bridge is
aromatic.

2. The hexacene derivative of claim 1, wherein X, or X5 is
the one carbonyl bridge while the six-member rings of the
others of X, to X, are aromatic.

3. The hexacene derivative of claim 1, wherein X, and X,
are carbonyl bridges while the six-member rings of the others
of X, to X are aromatic.

4. The hexacene derivative of claim 1, wherein X, and X
are carbonyl bridges while the six-member rings of the others
of X, to X are aromatic.
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5. A method for forming hexacene, comprising: thermally
treating the hexacene derivative of claim 1 to expel volatile
units of CO from the hexacene derivative.

6. The method of claim 5, which is conducted in a dark
environment.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the hexacene derivative
is thermally treated at a temperature with the range of 180-
200° C.

8. The method of claim 5, wherein the hexacene derivative
is thermally treated in a form of a powder.

9. A method for forming a hexacene crystal, comprising:
performing a sublimation-deposition process with the
hexacene formed by the method of claim 5.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the sublimation-depo-
sition process comprises a physical vapor transport (PVT)
process.

11. A process for making an organic semiconductor device,
comprising: applying the method of claim 10 to form a
hexacene crystal layer over a substrate for the organic semi-
conductor device, wherein the hexacene crystal serves as an
active layer of the organic semiconductor device.

12. The process of claim 11, wherein the organic semicon-
ductor device comprises an organic field-effect transistor
(OFET).

13. The process of claim 12, wherein the substrate com-
prises a gate conductive layer and a gate dielectric layer over
the gate conductive layer.

14. The process of claim 13, further comprising: forming
source/drain (S/D) electrodes on the hexacene crystal layer.

15. An organic semiconductor device, comprising a
hexacene crystal layer serving as an active layer thereof.

16. The organic semiconductor device of claim 15, which is
an organic field-effect transistor (OFET).

17. The organic semiconductor device of claim 15, wherein
the hexacene crystal layer is formed through steps compris-
ing:

thermally treating a hexacene derivative to expel volatile

units of CO from the hexacene derivative to form
hexacene, wherein the hexacene derivative is expressed
by formula (1):

wherein each of X, -X denotes the presence or absence of one
carbonyl bridge expressed as “—C(—0)—", with a proviso
that at least one of X, -X is the one carbonyl bridge while any
six-member ring absent of the one carbonyl bridge is aro-
matic; and
performing a physical vapor transport (PVT) process with
the formed hexacene as a to-be-deposited material and
the gate dielectric layer as a target.
18. The organic semiconductor device of claim 17, which is
an organic field-effect transistor (OFET).
19. The organic semiconductor device of claim 18, wherein
the OFET comprises:
a gate conductive layer;
a gate dielectric layer over the gate conductive layer;
the hexacene crystal over the gate dielectric layer; and
source/drain electrodes on the hexacene crystal.
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